The Astronaut Rescue Teams performed above and beyond the realm of duty. Many le ers of
thanks and commenda ons acknowledged us. Our eﬀorts con nued thus un l the conclusion of
the Saturn V Manned Lunar Program. Man had walked on the moon. All else was an climac c.
I note that not much has ever been wri en about the Astronaut Rescue Teams. From a public
rela ons point of view it would not have done to give the impression that the flight crews were in
considerable hazard and required us to get them out if anything untoward happened. But this much
I can say, these many years a er those pioneer events — as a specialized opera onal team, Kennedy
Space Center Fire Rescue Service/Training Division and Astronaut Rescue Teams of 1968-1972, were,
without a doubt, the very best of their profession in their me. It makes you think, when you look
back at those emergency con ngency crew systems out of NASA, they really didn’t hold much hope
to get in and get out on me. I’ll tell you one thing, I was rather proud of being there, especially with
the teams. The fire service was a li le ring to me, but those were the teams that were exci ng.
You guys ought to be really proud of yourselves for what you did. I don’t think there is anyone this
whole damn world that would ever have the chance to do what we have done. I guess it will go
down in history. It’s a damn shame that it had to be kept covered up so much.”

Roy D. Terry

“

May 3, 1928 – June 1, 1999
Astronaut Rescue Team Commander
October 1968- August 1971

The structural configura on of the launch pads and Launch Towers of Complex 39 created
a number of rescue problems. Confinement to restric ve areas at heights of over 300 feet from
the ground, compounded an already aggravated situa on. The Saturn V rocket loaded with Liquid
Oxygen, RP-1 fuel, Nitrogen Tetroxide, Monomethyl hydrazine and Liquid Hydrogen along with
other fuels and oxidizers was literally a 363 foot s ck of dynamite weighing over 6 million pounds.
The blast danger zone extended 7,000 feet from the launch pad and huddled in armored personnel
carriers 1800 feet from the Saturn V were fourteen members of the Astronaut Rescue Team, well
within the Blast Danger zone. Needless to say a “RED ALERT” which would have been an imminent
or uncontrollable fire or explosion within an unacceptable me frame for rescue response rendered
the Astronaut Rescue Team expendable. This book chronicles the contribu ons of the forty-eight
members of the Kennedy Space Center Fire Department and the seven Department of Defense
medics who put it all on the line in support of the Apollo and Skylab programs.”
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The original Apollo Astronaut Rescue team
were volunteers from within the Kennedy
Space Center fire department and
Department of Defense medics from the
Army and Air Force. Forty‐eight members
of the KSC Fire Department served on
Apollo and Skylab missions.

Also available are a limited number of a
challenge coin commemorating the
Astronaut Rescue teams. Coins are $20 +
$4 shipping. Shipping is free when ordered
with a book. For additional information
email Kirkbo65@charter.net
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History of the Apollo Skylab Astronaut Rescue Team is a 185+ pages including 80+ pages in color. This
detailed history of the Kennedy Space Center fire department rescue teams during the Apollo and Skylab
eras includes numerous photos never published before.
ORDER FORM
Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City: ________________________State:__________________Zip Code: _________
Books will be available for shipment 15 September 2019. Each book is U.S. $35.00 + $6.00
shipping/handling. Make Checks Payable to Bill Killen
Mail to:
Bill Killen
526 Whitetail Road
Church Hill, TN 37642

Astronaut Rescue Teams Challenge Coin
“Astronaut Rescue Teams Challenge Coin” is a limited-edition commemorative
coin honoring the 47 members of the Kennedy Space Center Fire Department who
served on the Apollo and Skylab Astronaut Rescue Teams 1968-1974. The coin is being
issued in advance of “History of the Apollo Skylab Astronaut Rescue Team” by Bill
Killen scheduled for publication summer 2019.

ORDER FORM
Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City: ________________________State:__________________Zip Code: _________
Each coin is U.S. $20.00 + $4.00 U.S. shipping/handling. Make Checks /Money Orders Payable to
Bill Killen
Mail to:
Bill Killen
526 Whitetail Road
Church Hill, TN 37642
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“History of the Apollo Skylab Astronaut Rescue Team” is
written by Bill Killen, one of the original “Prime Six”
members of the original Apollo Astronaut Rescue Team.
Killen is the retired Director, Navy Fire & Emergency
Services, IAFC President 2005-06, and currently serves as
President/CEO of the National Fire Heritage Center.
Killen authored “Navy Marine Corps Fire Apparatus”,
“Firefighting with Henry’s Model T”, The Hallock Chemical
Engine”, “Then Sings My Soul“ and Recollections of
Brannigan and his Navy Yarns”.

